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*' Non-entity is but another entity by some kind of
relation. Non-entity is but another entity, naught
else, for naught else is observed."

They deny any non-entity ulterior to entity. Non-
entity being cognisable by the sixth' instrument of know-
ledge (anvpalaldhf), and knowledge being always an object
of inference, the absence of knowledge cannot be an object
, of perception. If, again, any one who maintains non-entity
to be perceptible should employ the above argument (from
the perceptions, I am ignorant, I know not myself, -and
other things); it may be replied: :< Is there, or is there
not, in the consciousness, I am ignorant, an apprehension
of self as characterised by an absence and of knowledge
as the thing absent or non-existent? If there is such
apprehension, consciousness of the absence of knowledge
will be impossible, as involving, a contradiction. If there
is not, consciousness of the absence of knowledge, which
consciousness presupposes a knowledge of the subject and
of the thing absent, will not readily become possible." In-
asmuch (the ^ankaras continue) as the foregoing difficul-
ties do not occur if ignorance (or illusion) be entitative,
this consciousness (I am ignorant, I know not myself, and
other things) must be admitted to be conversant about an
entitative ignorance.

All this (the Eamdnuja replies) is about as profit.able as
it would be for a ruminant animal to ruminate upon ether*;
for an entitative ignorance is not more supposable than
an absence of knowledge. For (we would ask), is any
self-conscious principle presented as an object and as a
subject (of ignorance) as distinct from cognition ? If it is
presented, how, since ignorance* of a thing is terminable by
knowledge of its essence, can the ignorance continue ? If
none such is presented, how can we be conscious of an
ignorance which has no subject a*nd no object ? If you say:
A pure manifestation of .the spiritual essence is revealed
only by the cognition opposed to ignorance (or illusion),
and thus there is no absurdity in the consciousness of ignor-